
I n June of 1971, unemployment dropped sharply from 6.2 to 5.6 percent, excellent political news
for the Nixon administration. But the president was angered when Howard Goldstein, the
assistant commission for labor statistics, said during congressional testimony, "How much of the

total drop in unemployment is real and how much is the result of statistical factors, we can't say at this
time." Nixon resolved to remove Goldstein. He did not stop there. He ordered his chief of staff, H.R.
"Bob" Haldeman, to have the White House personnel chief, Fred Malek, to "see what we can do about"
Jews in the federal government.
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