Bava Metzia 59b, Oven of Akhnai

William Davidson Talmud (Koren / Steinsaltz English). Hebrew/Aramaic: William Davidson vocalized text. Hosted on
Sefaria: https://www.sefaria.org/Bava_Metzia.59b
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And this is known as the oven of akhnai. The Gemara asks: What is the relevance of akhnai, a snake, in
this context? Rav Yehuda said that Shmuel said: It is characterized in that manner due to the fact that the
Rabbis surrounded it with their statements like this snake, and deemed it impure. The Sages taught: On

that day, Rabbi Eliezer answered all possible answers in the world to support his opinion, but the Rabbis
did not accept his explanations from him.
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After failing to convince the Rabbis logically, Rabbi Eliezer said to them: If the halakha is in accordance
with my opinion, this carob tree will prove it. The carob tree was uprooted from its place one hundred
cubits, and some say four hundred cubits. The Rabbis said to him: One does not cite halakhic proof from
the carob tree. Rabbi Eliezer then said to them: If the halakha is in accordance with my opinion, the
stream will prove it. The water in the stream turned backward. They said to him: One does not cite
halakhic proof from a stream.

27 072 Y3 .9ID°Y W TRa N°2 Onin i aneaT W Tea n°2 0201 — Cning n2%0 o 107 k) NIn
2 17122 °39m 1993 KD 200200 0 ORX ,70202 77 DX 77 2O0XIM 0O 7R OX 1077 N LT
JTRIVY PUR I ,IYOOR 020 DY ITIaD 239n 19p1 X9) VWi "3

Rabbi Eliezer then said to them: If the halakha is in accordance with my opinion, the walls of the study
hall will prove it. The walls of the study hall leaned inward and began to fall. Rabbi Yehoshua scolded the
walls. The walls did not fall because of the deference due Rabbi Yehoshua, but they did not straighten
because of the deference due Rabbi Eliezer, and they still remain leaning.
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Rabbi Eliezer then said to them: If the halakha is in accordance with my opinion, Heaven will prove it. A
Divine Voice emerged from Heaven and said: Why are you differing with Rabbi Eliezer, as the halakha is



in accordance with his opinion in every place that he expresses an opinion?
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Rabbi Yehoshua stood on his feet and said: It is written: “It is not in heaven” (Deuteronomy 30:12). Rabbi
Yirmeya says: Since the Torah was already given at Mount Sinai, we do not regard a Divine Voice, as You
already wrote at Mount Sinai, in the Torah: “After a majority to incline” (Exodus 23:2). Years after, Rabbi
Natan encountered Elijah the prophet and said to him: What did the Holy One, Blessed be He, do at that
time? Elijjah said to him: The Holy One, Blessed be He, smiled and said: My children have triumphed over
Me; My children have triumphed over Me.
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The Sages said: On that day, the Sages brought all the ritually pure items deemed pure by the ruling of
Rabbi Eliezer with regard to the oven and burned them in fire, and the Sages reached a consensus in his

regard and ostracized him.



