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Principal Trials against Jews for “Ritual Murder” in Central and Eastern Europe

Date Place Accused Charges Outcome

1494 Tyrnau/Nagyszombat
(Hungary; now
Tyrnava, Slovakia)

12 Jewish men and 2
Jewish women

Accused of kidnapping and ritually
murdering a Christian boy

All were burned at the stake

1505–1506 Budweis/òeské
Budåjovice
(Bohemia)

More than 20 Jews Some burned at the stake;
others drowned. Jewish quarter
attacked and Jews expelled from
the city

1529 Pösing/Bazin
(Hungary)

30 Jews, including R.
Mosheh ben Ya‘akov
Kohen and his children

Accused of the ritual murder of a 9-
year-old boy. Charges instigated by
Ferenc (Francis) Wolf, count of Bazin

All condemned to death and
burned at the stake; remaining
Jews expelled

1547 Rawa (Poland) 2 Jews, MojÛesz and
Abraham

Accused of kidnapping the son of a
local tailor and crucifying him

Both burned at the stake;
remaining Jews of Rawa expelled

1636 Lublin (Poland) 2 cases heard by the
crown tribunal:
1. Bieniasz, son of
Pieszak, and Lachman

2. Marek Markowicz
(Mordekhai ben Me’ir)
and others

1. Charged with the murder of
Maciej

2. Accused of performing an
operation on PaweË, a lay brother of
the Carmelites, in order to acquire
his blood

1. Accused refused to confess,
even under torture; tribunal
made them swear their
innocence and released them
2. Markowicz sentenced to
death by quartering

1698 Sandomierz (Poland) Aleksandr Berek Accused of the ritual murder of
3-year-old MaËgorzata Mroczkowicowa

Sentenced to death and
executed by decapitation

1710–1713 Sandomierz (Poland) 9 Jews, including R. Jakub
Herc, his son Abraham,
and son-in-law Jakub
Schario

Charged with the ritual murder of a
child, Jerzy Krasnowski, whose body
was found in the courtyard of the
rabbi of Sanomierz. Trial was
instigated and organized by Stefan
Úuchowski. Jan Serafinowicz, a
convert from Judaism, offered
testimony at the trial.

Some of the accused, including
Rabbi Herc, died during the
long investigation. Abraham
Herc converted to Christianity
and reportedly aided the
prosecution; 3 Jews sentenced
to death and executed

1736–1740 Poznaá (Poland) Aryeh Leib Kalahora,
darshan of the
community; Ya‘akov
Pinkasewicz, and others

Accused of the murder of a Christian
child

Kalahora and Pinkasewicz died
under torture; eventually Polish
king ordered the release of the
other prisoners

1747 ZasËaw/Izyaslav
(Poland/Ukraine)

Jewish innkeeper, Õazan,
mohel, and other
community officials

Accused of murdering a Christian
who was found buried in the snow

Sentenced to death and
executed

1751 Úytomierz/Zhytomyr
(Poland/Ukraine)

31 Jewish men and 2
Jewish women

Charged with kidnapping and ritual
murder of murder of 31/2-year-old
Stefan Studzieáski. Bishop Kajetan
SoËtyk of Kraków played a leading
role in the investigation and trial.

Court found the Jews guilty;
11 Jews were executed; some
escaped execution after
conversion; some who
converted had speedier
executions

1756 Jampol (Poland) 15 Jews Accused of killing a Christian boy
whose body was found floating in
water

Was the occasion for the
mission of Elyakim Zeleg to
Rome to plea for the
intercession of Pope Benedict
XIV

1823–1835 Velizh (Russian
Empire)

42 members of the
community imprisoned
and interrogated

Charged with the murder of a 3-year-
old boy, the son of a Russian soldier

Surviving Jewish defendants
acquitted by Council of State;
chief Christian accusers exiled
to Siberia



during the years 1881 to 1900. The spate
of modern accusations actually increased
as the nineteenth century drew to a close.
According to a Jewish defense organiza-
tion based in Berlin, no fewer than 79 rit-
ual murder accusations were leveled
against Jews between 1891 and 1900—
primarily in Austria-Hungary, Germany,
and Bulgaria. The majority of the late
nineteenth- and early twentieth-century
claims of Jewish ritual murder may never
have gone beyond rumor mongering or
sensational reporting in the mass media.
It is equally conceivable that dozens of
accusations were followed up by criminal
investigations of varying duration and in-
tensity. What is truly remarkable is that
four Central and East European states—
Germany, Austria, Hungary, and Russia—
chose formally to prosecute Jewish defen-
dants at six public trials between 1879
and 1913, thereby breaking with a long-
standing tradition of skeptical neutrality.

The trials in question took place in Ku-
taisi (Russian Georgia, 1879); Tiszaeszlár
(Hungary, 1882–1883); Xanten (Germa-
ny, 1891–1892); Polná (Austrian Bohe-
mia, 1899–1900); Konitz (Germany [West
Prussia], 1900–1901); and Kiev (Russian
Ukraine, 1911–1913). In the Kutaisi pro-

ceedings, nine Hasidic Jews stood accused
of the murder of a young girl; all were ac-
quitted. Salomon Schwarcz, József Scharf,
and 11 other Jewish defendants stood
trial in the Tiszaeszlár case for the murder
of 14-year-old Eszter Solymosi. The trial
lasted six weeks and eventually resulted
in the acquittal of all the accused. In
Xanten, a Jewish stonecutter and butcher
by the name of Adolf Buschhof was ac-
cused of the ritual murder of five-year-old
Johann Hegmann; Buschhof, too, was
acquitted at end of a 10-day trial. The
Jewish defendant in the Polná case was
Leopold Hilsner, an underemployed
glovemaker. Accused of the aggravated
ritual murder of 19-year-old AneÝka
Hrïzová, Hilsner was convicted and sen-
tenced to death in 1899. The case was ap-
pealed, however, and retried in Písek in
1900 by order of the Austrian High Court.
At this trial, Hilsner was again convicted
(this time for two murders) and again
sentenced to death, a sentence that Em-
peror Franz Joseph commuted to life im-
prisonment. (Hilsner was eventually par-
doned in 1916, though never officially
acquitted.) The Konitz trial involved the
murder and dismemberment of an 18-
year-old gymnasium student, Ernst Win-

ter—a crime that was described by many
as a ritual murder. At his trial, Moritz
Lewy, a Jewish butcher, was in the end
convicted, not of murder but of perjury.
And in the Kiev affair, Mendel Beilis was
accused of ritually murdering a local boy,
Andrei Iushchinskii. After nearly two
years of imprisonment and trial, Beilis
was acquitted; but, in issuing the verdict,
the jury allowed for the possibility that a
ritual murder had in fact taken place.

Each of the trials received extensive
coverage in the international press, but
three appear to have generated the
most discussion in the foreign press:
Tiszaeszlár, because it was the first mod-
ern prosecution in Central Europe and, as
such, elicited widespread questioning of
the compatibility of ritual murder dis-
course and modern culture; Polná, be-
cause it coincided with the Dreyfus affair
in France, was implicated in the heated
national controversy between Germans
and Czechs, and, finally, featured a dra-
matic intervention on the Jewish defen-
dant’s behalf by Tomáš Masaryk, a leader
of the progressive wing of the Czech na-
tional movement who would go on to be-
come the first president of independent
Czechoslovakia; and Kiev—the Beilis af-
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Date Place Accused Charges Outcome

1853–1860 Saratov (Russian
Empire; outside Pale
of Settlement)

3 Jews Accused of the murder of 2 Christian
children

Government-appointed
investigating commission
concluded that guilt had been
established, even if motive was
unknown

1879 Kutaisi (Russian
Empire)

9 Hasidic Jews Charged with the murder of a young
girl

All acquitted

1882–1883 Tiszaeszlár
(Hungary)

Salomon Schwarcz, József
Scharf, and 11 other
Jewish defendants

Charged with the murder of 14-year-
old Eszter Solymosi

Defendants proclaimed not
guilty

1891–1892 Xanten (Germany)1 Adolf Buschhof Charged with the ritual murder of 5-
year-old Johann Hegmann

Acquitted

1899–1900 Polná (Bohemia) Leopold Hilsner 1st trial: charged with the ritual
murder of 19-year-old AneÝka
Hrïzová
2nd trial: charged with sexual murder
of Hrïzová and Marie Klímová

Found guilty of murder and
sentenced to death in both
trials; sentence commuted to life
imprisonment; Hilsner pardoned
in 1918

1900–1901 Konitz/Chojnice
(Prussia; now
Poland)

Moritz Lewy

Wolf Israelski

Arrested on suspicion of the ritual
murder and dismemberment of Ernst
Winter, an 18-year-old student
Stood trial as an accomplice to
Winter’s murder

Convicted on three counts of
perjury and sentenced to four
years in prison
Acquitted

1911–1913 Kiev (Russian
Empire)

Mendel Beilis Accused of ritually murdering a local
boy, Andrei Iushchinskii

Acquitted; but in issuing the
verdict, the jury allowed for the
possibility that a ritual murder
had in fact taken place

1Although Xanten does not lie within Eastern Europe, this trial and others in Germany were closely connected to contemporary events in Hungary, the Czech lands,
and Russia.


