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Watch: Lutnick confirms his family had lunch with Epstein on a visit to
the late sex offender's island

US Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick
has confirmed he visited Jeffrey Epstein's
island in 2012, contradicting previous
claims that he had cut ties with the sex
offender years earlier, before he was
convicted.

"I did have lunch with him asIwason a
boat going across on a family vacation,"
Lutnick testified on Capitol Hill on
Tuesday. "My wife was with me, as were
my four children and nannies ... We had
lunch on the island. That is true. For an
hour."

Correspondence about the visit was
included in Epstein documents released by
the US Department of Justice.

Some lawmakers have called on Lutnick to
resign, but on Tuesday the White House
said he had the full support of US President
Donald Trump.



What are the Epstein
files?

Get up to speed on the story rocki
the political world
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Lutnick's visit to the island was revealed in
emails released by the justice department.

In one email from December 2012,
Lutnick's wife Allison wrote to Epstein's
assistant on what appeared to be the eve of
the visit: "We are looking forward to
visiting you", and, "We would love to join
you for lunch".


https://flo.uri.sh/visualisation/27524682/embed?auto=1
https://flo.uri.sh/visualisation/27524682/embed?auto=1

The commerce secretary previously told
Congress he cut ties with Epstein in 2005

In Tuesday's testimony, he said: "Over the
next 14 years, I met him two other times
that I can recall."

The justice department files show Lutnick
visited Epstein's Caribbean island on 23
December, 2012. That came four years after
Epstein was convicted for soliciting
prostitution from a child.

Lutnick's testimony on Capitol Hill marked
the first time he publicly confirmed the
Visit.

"I don't recall why we did it, but we did it,"
he said Tuesday, referring to the lunch.

Lutnick, who is considered the architect of
Trump's global tariffs policy, has not been
accused of any wrongdoing in relation to
Epstein.



The other time, outside of meeting Epstein
on his island, was a year and a half after
that when Lutnick said he had an hour-
long meeting with Epstein.

Lutnick noted that within the millions of
pages of Epstein documents released by
the justice department, roughly 10 emails
connect him with Epstein.

"Over a 14-year period, I did not have any
relationship with him, I barely had
anything to do with that person," he said.

Senator Chris Van Hollen, a Democrat from
Maryland, grilled Lutnick about the
conflicting accounts.

"The issue is not that you engaged in any
wrongdoing in connection with Jeffrey
Epstein, but that you totally
misrepresented the extent of your
relationship with him, to the Congress, to
the American people and to the survivors
of his despicable criminal and predatory
acts," he said.

Lutnick is among a series of high-profile
people named in the more than 3.5 million
documents that have been released by the
justice department, as mandated by law.

The revelation that Lutnick visited
Epstein's island long after he asserted that
he had cut off contact has led to bipartisan
calls for the commerce secretary to resign
from the Trump administration.

Democratic congressman Ro Khanna of
California and Republican congressman



Thomas Massie of Kentucky, who co-
sponsored the law that compelled the
justice department to release the Epstein
files last year, both urged Lutnick to step
down.

Getty Images

Lutnick says he "did not have any relationship" with Epstein

After viewing unredacted copies of the
files, Khanna revealed the names of six
other people on Tuesday that he says were
improperly blacked out.

Among them was retail billionaire Les
Wexner. Hours after Massie identified him
on Monday, the justice department
partially unredacted the file.



Deputy US Attorney General Todd Blanche
said the redaction was removed because
Wexner's name "already appears in the files
thousands of times. DoJ is hiding nothing."

The BBC has contacted the justice
department for comment.

Wexner, the former CEO of Victoria's
Secret, is identified in a 2019 FBI document
as a potential "co-conspirator".

Appearing in the documents does not
necessarily imply any wrongdoing.

Wexner has previously alleged that Epstein
stole millions of dollars from him while
working as his financial adviser.

A legal representative for Wexner told the
BBC: "The Assistant US Attorney told Mr
Wexner's legal counsel in 2019 that Mr
Wexner was being viewed as source of
information about Epstein and was not a
target in any respect.

"Mr Wexner co-operated fully by providing
background information on Epstein and
was never contacted again."

Another name revealed by Khanna is
Sultan Ahmed Bin Sulayem, CEO of Dubai
Ports World. The BBC has contacted him
for comment.

The BBC is trying to confirm the identities
of the other four people whose names have
been unredacted.

While Lutnick was testifying on one side of
Capitol Hill, survivors of Epstein abuse



gathered on the other to announce
Virginia's Law, legislation that aims to
remove the time limit for survivors of
sexual abuse to file civil claims.

The legislation is named for Virginia
Giuffre, who was one of the most well-
known survivors of Epstein's sexual abuse.
She died by suicide in 2025.

Giuffre's sister-in-law Amanda Roberts
said her wish was to eliminate the statute
of limitations.

"No more laws that treat survivors as
though time can erase harm," Roberts said,
before adding: "Pass Virginia's Law."

Jeffrey Epstein United States
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'If you're not
conservative,
don't come here"
The town
making missiles
for Trump

The president's approval
numbers may be down, but in this Tennessee town, his support is as strong


https://www.bbc.com/news/topics/cl7003r72r4t
https://www.bbc.com/news/topics/cx1m7zg01xyt
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cx2jpqzwzj1o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cx2jpqzwzj1o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cx2jpqzwzj1o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cx2jpqzwzj1o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cx2jpqzwzj1o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cx2jpqzwzj1o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cx2jpqzwzj1o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cx2jpqzwzj1o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cvg0w7xxk72o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cvg0w7xxk72o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cvg0w7xxk72o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cvg0w7xxk72o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cvg0w7xxk72o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cvg0w7xxk72o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cvg0w7xxk72o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cp8en38vpd3o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cp8en38vpd3o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cp8en38vpd3o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cp8en38vpd3o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cp8en38vpd3o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cp8en38vpd3o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cp8en38vpd3o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cp8en38vpd3o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn0n8nd6645o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn0n8nd6645o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn0n8nd6645o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn0n8nd6645o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn0n8nd6645o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn0n8nd6645o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn0n8nd6645o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn0n8nd6645o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn0n8nd6645o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn0n8nd6645o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn0n8nd6645o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn0n8nd6645o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn0n8nd6645o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn0n8nd6645o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn0n8nd6645o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn0n8nd6645o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn0n8nd6645o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn0n8nd6645o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn0n8nd6645o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn0n8nd6645o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn0n8nd6645o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn0n8nd6645o

3 hrsago

4 hrs ago

4 hrs ago

as ever.

3 hrsago

Members of
Trump's cabinet
remained on
decoy plane,
after president's
quiet exit

Trump boarded a different
plane in Turkey during a Nato summit for security reasons involving Iran.

3 hrsago

Two dead after
military
helicopter
crashes in Texas

An Apache military
helicopter crashed in central
Texas, officials said
Wednesday.
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Trump says
White House
press secretary
Karoline Leavitt
to leave post

Leavitt will depart from her THE WHITE HOUSE
role to spend time with her
young children and family, the president says.
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Thousands of
Canadians call
for US
ambassador's
expulsion

An online petition accusing

Pete Hoekstra of diplomatic

interference in Canadian domestic affairs has garnered more than 60,000
signatures.
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